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1. Document Content

This document comprises three main elements:

( Introduction

( Use cases

( Data fields: definitions, descriptions, links to business processes and extant data 

   sources.

2. Introduction

This specification is concerned with production of a learner record which records the accredited achievements of a learner.  It is designed against a background of several principles.

2.1. Lifelong Learning

It is intended that this Learner Record will enable any learner to access a record of their learning, irrespective of the pathways that they take through life.  It is a record relating to learning at multiple institutions.  A consortium of 5 southwest institutions are co-operating in its production at this stage.
This record is designed to accommodate achievements attained in FE and HE environments.  It is also intended in the future to accommodate the inclusion of earlier records (school based achievement such as GCSE’s) and records derived from sources external to the SHELL consortium, with a minimum amount of re-engineering.  

2.2
Formal Records


The leaner record is a record of accredited achievement that accumulates over time by means of consortium institutions recording the results of learning assessment, either assessed directly by them or provided by awarding bodies responsible for accreditation.  However, it is not intended as a replacement for the formal transcripts issued by individual institutions, which will continue to be produced.
2.3 Positive Achievement

The leaner record is to be held in a single database (the student-centred record (SCR)) with interface links to the student record systems within the contributing institutions.  Individuals seeking a record will have the options to draw out the full record or a filtered record which only shows the positive achievements of the learner.  The full record will show the results for all modules, whether the outcome was achieved or not, and all records of withdrawals, re-registrations etc.

2.4 Verification

Verification of the contents of the Learner Record can be achieved by contacting the institution(s) at which the learner was registered. 

2.5 Accessibility

The record is to be accessible (read access) by the learner from any electronic access point which enables the individual to log into the www, whether they are still currently registered at a consortium institution or not, and by staff at the institutions responsible for course delivery.  The record will be launched with effect from September 2003, and, subject to success of the project, will be held indefinitely. There will be an option in the web portal to provide the learner with the options of generating a) the full record as maintained in the SCR, or b) the record that filters out the units of learning that have not been achieved.

The record will be constructed to comply with latest versions of Special Educational Needs and Disability (SENDA) legislation and guidelines.

2.6 Format

The record will be presented electronically in a formatted template.  It may be read from a computer screen or downloaded as a hard copy.  The information contained in the record is arranged as blocks of time-based data files in reverse chronological order.  

3. Use Cases

The use cases in Appendices A – D are presented to assist in the interpretation of the definitions which are listed in Appendix E.  Each use case is preceded by a simple verbal description of the sequence of learning and the achievements of the learner concerned.

4. Compliance with IMS LIP


As far as possible, the specification complies with the recommended format and includes all the data fields detailed in the CETIS IMS LIP specification (CETIS & QAA 2001.

Appendix A – Use Case 1

This use case shows a student registered for a Key Skills qualification at Cornwall College, accredited by OCR, then moving on to a GNVQ also at Cornwall College, subsequently using that GNVQ as prior accreditation for registering on the second year of a BSc Underwater Studies programme at the University of Plymouth.  Progress is uninterrupted and smooth.  At the time of printing the record (20.07.03) all results are known.

Learner Record
Date of last update:  20.07.2003




                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                              
	Name:               Jan Doe
	The contents of this Record  can be verified at the following delivery institution(s):

	Address:           1 Town Street
	
	

	                          Anytown
	Institution
	Department
	Telephone Number
	Fax Number
	Student ID

	                         Wessex
	University of Plymouth    
	The Registry
	+44 (0) 1752 232133
	+44 (0) 1752 232141
	2222222

	Postcode:         WS1 2DD                          
	Cornwall College
	Awards Office
	+44 (0) 1209 616164
	+44 (0) 1209 616165
	3333333

	 Date of Birth:   30.05.1977
	Other Identifiers:
	Connexionscard.com
	123456789012


	START

DATE
	QUALIFICATION CODE
	MODULE

CODE
	MODULE/QUALIFICATION TITLE
	AWARDING BODY
	CR
	LVL
	GRADE
	RESULT
	DATE OF AWARD
	DELIVERY INSTITUTION

	12.09.2002
	XXX
	
	BSc (Hons) Underwater Studies with Ocean Sciences 
	University of Plymouth
	
	HE3
	2.2
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	[image: image1.wmf]

	12.09.2002
	
	HY342
	Power and the Sea: Sail


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2002
	
	SC348
	Nautical Archaeology: Recording Techniques 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	B
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2002
	
	YD342
	Geophysical Survey 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	D
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2002
	
	SC349
	Biological Resources of the Sea 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	D
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2002
	
	SC341
	Waves and Beaches 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2002
	
	WS300
	Underwater Studies Project 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	B
	Achieved
	15.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.09.2001
	
	HY272
	Power and the Sea: Steam 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2001
	
	SC278
	Nautical Archaeology: Case Studies 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	12.09.2001
	
	YD272
	Survey Planning and Costing 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2001
	
	SC279
	Man’s Use of the Sea 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2001
	
	SC271
	Marine Sediment Dynamics 


	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2001
	
	ME222
	Marine Environments
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	A
	Achieved
	15.07.2002
	University of Plymouth


	

	12.09.2000
	XXX
	
	GNVQ Marine Sciences
	BTEC
	
	FE2
	
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall College
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	25.09.2000
	
	CT123
	Composite Techniques in Boat Building 
	BTEC
	20
	FE2
	Merit
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall College
	

	25.09.2000
	
	EN123
	Electronic Navigation Aids


	BTEC
	20
	FE2
	Merit
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall

College
	

	25.09.2000
	
	MB234
	The Secret Life of the Seahorse
	BTEC
	10
	FE2
	Pass
	achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall

College
	

	25.09.2000
	
	HD222
	Basic Hydrography: Plotting the Sea Bed
	BTEC
	10
	FE2
	Distinction
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall College
	

	25.09.2000
	
	HYNNN
	Power and the Sea: Hover


	BTEC
	10
	FE2
	Merit
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall

College
	

	25.09.2000
	
	HYNN2
	Fundamentals of Marine Engineering 
	BTEC
	10
	FE2
	Merit
	Achieved
	09.08.2001
	Cornwall College
	

	01/06/1999
	KS
	
	Key Skills
	OCR
	
	
	
	Achieved
	10.06.2000
	Cornwall College
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	•    In Higher Education each module has a credit rating (CR) and a Level (LVL).  The total credit

     rating each year is normally 120.  For Higher Education and Further Education,      

     the level is recorded as:

FE1


Level 1 Foundation

FE2


Level 2 Intermediate

FE3


Level 3 Advanced

HE0


HE Extension level (e.g. Extended Science) 

HE1


HE Certificate level

HE2


HE Intermediate level

HE3


HE Honours level

M


Masters level

D


Doctorate level

•    The grades shown are those supplied by the awarding bodies.      
	Institutions participating in the Learner Record at the time of preparation:

University of Plymouth

North Devon College

Cornwall College

Exeter College

Somerset College of Arts & Technology

               


Appendix B – Use Case 2

This use case shows the partial record of a learner engaged on a BA in Business Administration at the University of Plymouth.  The learner record has been generated in the February of the final year of the degree, as the learner applies for jobs. The record to date is sound, but the final year results are not yet known.

The learner undertook a year in commerce as part of the qualification.
The learner has chosen to suppress a module failure in year 1 for this version of the Leaner Record.

Learner Record
Date of last update:  20.07.2006

In this version only achievements and ‘in progress’ entries are shown



                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                              
	Name:               Fred Man
	The contents of this Record can be verified at the following delivery institution(s):

	Address:           14 The Street
	
	

	                         Anywhere
	Institution
	Department
	Telephone Number
	Fax Number
	Student ID

	                         Devon
	University of Plymouth    
	The Registry
	+44 (0) 1752 232133
	+44 (0) 1752 232141
	4444444

	Date of Birth:    12.12.1978
	Other Identifiers:
	Connexionscard.com
	098765432101


	START

DATE
	QUALIFICATION CODE
	MODULE

CODE
	MODULE/QUALIFICATION TITLE
	AWARDING BODY
	CR
	LVL
	GRADE
	RESULT
	DATE OF AWARD
	DELIVERY INSTITUTION



	26.09.2003
	BA 554
	
	BA (Hons) in Business Administration
	University of Plymouth
	
	HE3
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
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	26.09.2005
	
	BABA4001
	Complex business structures
	University of Plymouth
	40
	HE3
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2005


	
	BABA4002
	International Corporations
	University of Plymouth
	40
	HE3
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2005
	
	BABA4005
	Government and business
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2005
	
	BABA4123
	Research Dissertation
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	26.09.2005
	
	BABA2001
	Business Principles 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	
	In Progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29.09.2004
	
	BA553
	BA Business Administration One Year Commercial Placement
	University of Plymouth
	120
	HE2
	
	Achieved
	06.08.2005
	University of Plymouth
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29.09.2003
	
	BABA2002
	Financial Analysis in business systems
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	A
	Achieved
	25.07.2004
	University of Plymouth
	

	29.09.2003


	
	BABA2003
	SME’s in the SW
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	25.07.2004
	University of Plymouth
	

	29.09.2003
	
	BABA2004
	Personnel issues 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	25.07.2004
	University of Plymouth
	

	29.09.2003
	
	BABA2115
	European Business Environment
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	25.07.2004
	University of Plymouth
	

	29.09.2003
	
	BABA2117
	Time management In business deals
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	25.07.2004
	University of Plymouth
	


	•    In Higher Education each module has a credit rating (CR) and a Level (LVL).  The total credit

     rating each year is normally 120.  For Higher Education and Further Education,      

     the level is recorded as:

FE1


Level 1 Foundation

FE2


Level 2 Intermediate

FE3


Level 3 Advanced

HE0


HE Extension level (e.g. Extended Science) 

HE1


HE Certificate level

HE2


HE Intermediate level

HE3


HE Honours level

M


Masters level

D


Doctorate level

•    The grades shown are those supplied by the awarding bodies.      
	Institutions participating in the Learner Record at the time of preparation:

University of Plymouth

North Devon College

Cornwall College

Exeter College

Somerset College of Arts & Technology

               


Appendix C – Use Case 3

This learner begins studying on a degree programme (BA Humanities), the first year of which is offered as a partnership arrangement with a consortium college (Exeter College).

Having successfully completed the first year at Exeter, the learner transfers to Plymouth for the second year, where he fails one module at the end of stage 2 and repeats this at stage 3.  He passes 80 credits at stage 3 and the repeated module, but does not complete the dissertation which is required for the honours degree qualification.  The result for the dissertation is therefore “in progress”, as is the qualification.  The student has not withdrawn.

Learner Record 
Date of last update:  19.09.2003




                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                              
	Name:               Thomas James Smith
	The contents of this Record can be verified at the following delivery institution(s):

	Address:           45A The Cresent
	
	

	                         Anycity
	Institution
	Department
	Telephone Number
	Fax Number
	Student ID

	                         Beckton
	University of Plymouth    
	The Registry
	+44 (0) 1752 232133
	+44 (0) 1752 232141
	7777777

	Postcode:         E6 4YH                          
	Exeter College
	Awards
	+44 (0) 1392 205222
	+44 (0) 1392 210282
	8888888

	Date of Birth:    09.09.1975
	Other Identifiers:
	Connexionscard.com
	678910111213


	START

DATE
	QUALIFICATION CODE
	MODULE

CODE
	MODULE/QUALIFICATION TITLE
	AWARDING BODY
	CR
	LVL
	GRADE
	RESULT
	DATE OF AWARD
	DELIVERY INSTITUTION



	23.9.2001
	Hum 3651
	
	BA Humanities 
	University of Plymouth
	
	HE3
	
	In progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	[image: image5.wmf]

	23.09.2002
	
	H323X
	Dissertation
	University of Plymouth
	40
	HE3
	
	In progress
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.09.2002
	
	H340
	Greek & Roman Philosophy
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.09.2002


	
	H344
	History of Britain 1066-1400
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.09.2002
	
	H306/1
	Social Policy
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.09.2002
	
	H306/2
	Advanced Social Policy
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE3
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.09.2002

	
	H2001
	Statistical Analysis in Humanities
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2003
	University of Plymouth
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.09.2001
	
	H2001
	Statistical Analysis in Humanities 
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	F
	Failed
	
	University of Plymouth
	

	25.09.2001
	
	H2003WBL
	Workbased learning in humanities
	University of Plymouth
	40
	HE2
	B
	Achieved
	12.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	25.09.2001
	
	H2005
	Research Essay
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	12.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	25.09.2001
	
	H2111
	Political theory
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	D
	Achieved
	12.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	25.09.2001
	
	H2115
	Philosophy
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE2
	C
	Achieved
	12.07.2002
	University of Plymouth
	

	23.9.2000
	Hum 3651
	
	BA Humanities 
	University of Plymouth
	
	HE1
	
	Transfer of Credit
	
	Exeter College
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	23.09.2000


	
	Fr1001
	French language
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	B
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	

	23.09.2000
	
	Fr1002
	Conversational French
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	C
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	

	23.09.2000
	
	Eng1001
	English language
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	C
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	

	23.09.2000
	
	Eng1002
	Medieval English Literature
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	D
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	

	23.09.2000
	
	Soc1001
	Fundamentals of sociology
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	C
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	

	23.09.2000


	
	Hum1001
	Humanities core
	University of Plymouth
	20
	HE1
	D
	Achieved
	10.07.2001
	Exeter College
	


	•    In Higher Education each module has a credit rating (CR) and a Level (LVL).  The total credit

     rating each year is normally 120.  For Higher Education and Further Education,      

     the level is recorded as:

FE1


Level 1 Foundation

FE2


Level 2 Intermediate

FE3


Level 3 Advanced

HE0


HE Extension level (e.g. Extended Science) 

HE1


HE Certificate level

HE2


HE Intermediate level

HE3


HE Honours level

M


Masters level

D


Doctorate level

•    The grades shown are those supplied by the awarding bodies.      
	Institutions participating in the Learner Record at the time of preparation:

University of Plymouth

North Devon College

Cornwall College

Exeter College

Somerset College of Arts & Technology

               


Appendix D – Use Case 4

This record shows a mature student enrolling at SCAT for two GNVQ courses and then going on to enrol at North Devon College for a variety of other FE qualifications.  All of these were successfully completed.

Learner Record 
Date of last update:  12.09.2004
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                              
	Name:               Alexis Woman
	The contents of this Record can be verified at the following delivery institution(s):

	Address:           The Way
	
	

	                          Frinton
	Institution
	Department
	Telephone Number
	Fax Number
	Student ID

	
	North Devon College
	Awards
	+44 (0) 1271 345290
	+44 (0) 1271 388100
	1212121

	Postcode:         FR1 1Es                          
	Somerset College of Arts & Technology
	Awards
	+44 (0) 1803 833100
	+44 (0) 1803 833101
	1313131

	Date of Birth:    01.01.1978
	Other Identifiers:
	Connexionscard.com
	678910111213


	START

DATE
	QUALIFICATION CODE
	MODULE

CODE
	MODULE/QUALIFICATION TITLE
	AWARDING BODY
	CR
	LVL
	GRADE
	RESULT
	DATE OF AWARD
	DELIVERY INSTITUTION



	11.09.00
	10005857
	
	GCE AS Level General Studies
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	C
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	North Devon College 
	[image: image7.wmf] 



	11.09.00
	10007301
	
	GCE AS Level History
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	C
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	North Devon College
	

	11.09.00
	10003721
	
	GCE AS Level English Language & Literature
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	C
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	North Devon College
	

	11.09.00
	00252396
	
	Entry Level Certificate in Business Language Communication
	OCR
	
	
	
	Achieved
	24.11.00
	North Devon  College
	

	11.09.00
	100005845
	
	GCE AS Level Drama/Theatre Studies
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	B
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	North Devon College
	

	27.11.00
	00233285
	
	Certificate of Achievement in Modern Foreign Languages
	MARTIN
	
	
	
	Achieved
	02.02.01
	North Devon College
	

	11.09.00
	G102099
	
	GNVQ in Intermediate Health & Social Care
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	Somerset College of Arts & Technology
	[image: image8.wmf] 



	11.09.00
	G102099
	
	GNVQ in Intermediate Art & Design
	EDEXCEL
	
	
	
	Achieved
	06.07.01
	Somerset College of Arts & Technology
	


	•    In Higher Education each module has a credit rating (CR) and a Level (LVL).  The total credit

     rating each year is normally 120.  For Higher Education and Further Education,      

     the level is recorded as:

FE1


Level 1 Foundation

FE2


Level 2 Intermediate

FE3


Level 3 Advanced

HE0


HE Extension level (e.g. Extended Science) 

HE1


HE Certificate level

HE2


HE Intermediate level

HE3


HE Honours level

M


Masters level

D


Doctorate level

•    The grades shown are those supplied by the awarding bodies.      
	Institutions participating in the Learner Record at the time of preparation:

University of Plymouth

North Devon College

Cornwall College

Exeter College

Somerset College of Arts & Technology

               


APPENDIX E - DATA FIELDS: DEFINITIONS, DESCRIPTIONS, ALLOWABLE CONTENT PROCESSES, AND SOURCES

Two versions of the Learner Record exist and either one of these may be selected when a learner or authorised staff member accesses the record.  The default version is to show all achievements, ‘in progress’, ‘withdrawals’ and failures.  Optionally a version may be selected to show only achievements and ‘in progress’.  Whenever a failure or withdrawal has been suppressed a note to that affect will appear at the top right of the Learner Record.
DATA BLOCK 1.

DATE OF LAST UP-DATE:  dd mm yyyy.  This is the date on which the Record was last changed by any authorised individual.

DATA BLOCK 2. PERSONAL DATA.

1. NAME: This comprises alpha fields collected as part of the registration process. This will comprise the name used at the latest institution attended, and consist of surname and forename. 

2. ADDRESS: This is an alpha-numeric field, of up to 6 lines. The address that appears on the learner record is that used and recorded at last registration, as the “home address”. 

3. POSTCODE: This is the postcode which is associated with the address in field 4, and 

comprises an alphanumeric field of up to 10 characters. Collected at registration. 

4.DATE OF BIRTH: Numeric field “dd mm yyyy”. Date of birth of the individual.

DATA BLOCK 3 VERIFICATION AND HISTORY OF REGISTRATIONS

This data block sits alongside the personal details block, on the first page of the Record.

The block is subdivided into the following columns:

Institution, Department, Telephone number, Fax number, and student ID.

Entries are made in rows organised in reverse chronological order, mirroring the entries in the Record (see Use Cases).

The Institution entry is the title of the institution which appears under the column heading “Delivery Institution” of the Record.

The Department is the Institutional Department responsible for verifying the Learner Record.

The telephone number and Fax number should be those of the Department responsible for the verification of the Record, including the full international dialling code.

The Student ID will be the institutional identification number attached to the learner at the time they were in that institution.

A second data block appears at the foot of this table and contains “Other Identifiers”

These entries will comprise alpha codes which clearly identify an organisation or institution to which the learner was attached by a unique identifier, and the unique identification string attached to the learner whose name appears in the personal information. This entry will include the HESA number for students with an HE record, and the ILR number for students with an FE record.

DATA BLOCKS 3-n. Learning Units

These data blocks comprise fields of alpha-numeric characters in a cell matrix. Columns are referred to as A-K, and are continuous throughout the learner record (i.e. every block has same column headers). Rows are numbered within blocks. The number of rows in each block will vary according to the content.

Not all cells will be populated.

The sequence of blocks follows reverse chronological order, determined by the date which appears in column A.

The information contained in each block relates to achievements from a period of learning at a specific institution as held in the SCR.

A new course block is triggered by a new programme of study code/title appearing in columns B and D, and a new module block is triggered by a new module code and title appearing in columns C and D.

Column headers and content

A - Start Date

This date field (dd mm yyyy) defines the date of enrolment at the institution at which this block of study was undertaken.  The date is repeated for each programme and module code header columns that are populated. The start date for individual modules will be drawn from the institutional academic calendar, and will normally give the start date for modules commencing in the first or the second semester. In cases of short courses the start date will be different.

B - Qualification Code

This will comprise the code used by the registering institution to identify the qualification on which the learner is registered.

This is an alphanumeric code field, providing a unique code for the course or qualification to which this data block relates.

The code relates to course or qualification title appearing in column D.

In FE, learners may be linked to modules wherever courses have been broken down into modular content.  A course such as “A-Level” does not make a comprehensive programme of study so each A-Level will be recorded as a course, until such time as discreet elements of the qualification (i.e. modules) can be identified. In some cases this will also be true for HE qualifications

C - Module Code

This is an alphanumeric code field, identifying individual elements of learning within a programme or course. These codes are collected at enrolment/registration, as the intended content of the learner’s programme of study for that period.  These elements may be changed over the course of the learning time period, at the request of the learner.  The field does not become “fixed” or stable until the formal registration for assessment purposes has taken place. 

Several module codes will follow in the sequence of the learner record from the qualification code (Column B) and qualification title (Column D), where these can be separately identified as making a coherent qualification (e.g. a degree, a stage of a degree, a GNVQ).

D – Module/Qualification Title

This alpha field is linked to the population of EITHER Column B OR Column C. 

Case 1 - Course Block: Qualification Title

For a course block, columns B and D will be populated with no content in column C.  Column B contains the course code and column D the title.

In some cases the learner will be enrolled on multiple, separately identifiable qualifications concurrently. In these cases, there will be multiple “blocks” of learning introduced by the appearance of new qualification codes, and associated qualification titles. Under each programme the modules which form elements of that qualification will be defined.

Case 2 - Module Block: Module Title

For a module block, columns C and D will be populated with column B blank.  Column C contains the module code and column D the title.  These codes and titles of modules are mapped for each awarding body, and the electronic version of these maps are held in each institution delivering the programme.

They MAY be recorded at enrolment (subject to change), but will be more stable after registration for particular units/modules of assessment 

In the case of very long titles the cell may occupy two lines of the learner record.

In all cases the full title of the programme/module must be used, and any qualification which entitles the learner to professional body status must be clearly shown. Similarly, in an HE context the qualification title must use the term “Honours” (Abbreviated to Hons) as appropriate.

E - Awarding Body 

This field comprises an alpha character string identifying the awarding body name (e.g. University of Plymouth, EdExcel, OCR).

The data is collected through the year, as students are registered for specific examinations by administrative staff in the institutions.

The entry is linked to other populated cells. There are two cases:

Case 1 –qualification block

The entry in column E will be the name of the Qualification Awarding body. In many cases this will be the University of Plymouth, although other bodies award complete qualifications in FE.

Case 2 – module block

The entry in column E will be the body responsible for the award of that smaller unit of qualification. 

F and G - CR (Credit Rating) and LVL (Level)

These cells are used to record the module credit level (column F) and course/module level (column G).   

In the case of modules taken in Higher Education, each module is “credit rated” with a “size” and a “level”.  Modules are apportioned sizes of 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, or 120 credits. The majority are given sizes of 20, 30, or 40 credits.  The values will be input along with the module code and title.  In the case of FE, the CR field is not populated.

“Levels” are attributed to both FE and HE modules. These have been mapped against each other, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority’s National Qualifications Framework and the HE Quality Assurance Agency’s NQFHE. (Credit and HE Qualifications, published November 2001). Equivalences are listed below, along with the entry on the learner record which may appear in column H.

Column G entry
FE/HE Level

Entry 


Entry


FE1


Level 1 Foundation

FE2


Level 2 Intermediate

FE3


Level 3 Advanced

HE0


HE Extension level (e.g. Extended Science) 

HE1


HE Certificate level

HE2


HE Intermediate level

HE3


HE Honours level

M


Masters level

D


Doctorate level

H - Grade

The entries for this column will vary from FE to HE, and within FE. These entries record the grade of achievement associated with each course and module.

In the case of HE, module entries will be drawn from the following list: A, B, C, D, or F; and course entries will be taken from the HESA classification (e.g. 1st, 2.1, 2.2, 3rd, pass).

In the case of FE the values entered may be alpha codes (as in HE), or numerical values on a percentage scale, or other numerical scale. 

J – Result

This field is populated for each module and each qualification.

Achieved - Where the module/qualification has been successfully completed, the entry will be an “Achieved”.  

Partial Achievement - Where only some of the units of learning/modules which contribute to a full qualification award has been successfully completed at the end of the learning time allowed, then the qualification line entry will be “Partial Achievement”.

In Progress - Where the result for the module/qualification is not known at the time of the record being accessed, the entry will be “In Progress”.

Failed - When a learner fails to achieve a pass a particular module/qualification, the module/qualification result will be “failed”. 
When a student fails a module or unit of learning at the first sitting and is entitled to a referral in that unit in the same time period, (e.g. in HE usually in September), then the record will show “In Progress” until such time as the outcome is achieved. On some occasions, the learner may be entitled to “trail the module” into a subsequent period of study, when they re-register for that module.  The module will then re-appear on the record for the following year, with “In Progress” in this field.  The number of attempts (i.e. re-registrations) at a particular module will be held within the SCR, and may be drawn down to the record when the full record is requested, or may be suppressed the request seeks a “filtered” version. The full record of attempts, failures, re-registrations and progression options will be held and made available to the learner via the “Institutional Transcript”, regardless of the content of the Learner Record.

If a learner fails all modules of a course, the course result will be “Failed”.  (If some modules are passed and some failed at the end of a course, the result will be “Partial Achievement”).

Transfer of Credit – Where a student successfully completes the first part of a qualification at one delivery institution and then continues the qualification at a second delivery institution, the initial qualification registration will show “Transfer of Credit” in the result field. 

Withdrawn - Where a student has formally withdrawn from a qualification on module, (following a formal registration), the entry will be recorded as “Withdrawn”.  

K - Date of Award
This entry will be populated with the date (dd mm yyyy) on which the award was formally confirmed by the awarding body.

L - Delivery institution

This cell will contain the title of the institution responsible for delivering the learning at the qualification/module level. 

The entry will be alpha codes, giving the full institutional title (e.g. Somerset College of Arts and Technology, Falmouth College of Art and Design, North Devon College).

The entries may extend over two lines of the learner record.

Some entries may be unstable until examination entry is complete.

The logo of the delivery institution will appear alongside the institutional name attached to the qualification entries (not repeated for every module entry).

DATA BLOCK 4 – Legend 
Each record will be accompanied by an explanatory legend of some of the terms used.

As a minimum entry, this will include 

· A map of the SEEC levels descriptors used in HE, against the NQF level descriptors used in other settings.

· A definition of the “credits” accumulated by the learner
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